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HAY DAY FLY-BY

The first of the USSR's tweo annual serial parades iz 1ittie

moere than a week away.

A. Close watch of the MNoscow skies has begun, since parades
and rehesarsals have previously offered insight to Soviet
air progress.

B. This watch was first rmm on & April, when thres, or
poasibly six, four-engine jet heavy bembers were sighted,
reheoarsing for day BDay.

1. A secend rebearsal displaysd three of the same
‘bombers on 7 April,

2. Two more practice fly-by's (14 and 17 April) ex-
hibited a8 many as six of the heoavy bombers together,

4 single prototype of thiz heavy bomber was flown as part of

the ¥May Day air parade in *54,

A, Use of a prototyps on ¥ay Day broks a siz-~year mut
precedent of waiting uatil Aviation #Wgﬁ;;md of

r\“"“fw

the annual aerial parades, tc diaplay new aircraft types.

111. The simultaneous sighting of as many 23 six of the sev heawy

bombers suggests that the Soviet jet heavy bomber program is
substantially more advanced than previcusly estimsted.
A, Thewse estimates were hased on the assumption that heavy

seen during last year's rshesarsals and parade - &
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B, The emiimates held that the second such jet heavy hoaber
would satl be produced until the third quarter of 1835,

i, | From thii; it wam held that jet heavy bombers would

sppear in operationzl units of the devietl iir Force
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by the end of 1956,
2, It was furtber held that 50 beavies would be in
service by wmid-1957,

C. The extent to which these estimaiens musi be revimed
will depend on the sightings during this year’s sy
Day fly-by.

1. The siz heavies slready seen will reguire revision
of the presest eatimate,

2. Bhould several asre heavies fly by, the revisien
wiil be turther afiected.
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